
Declaration Outline 

The Declaration of Independence 
was divided into 4 sections: 
◦ Ideals (Preamble) 

◦Arguments (Declaration of Natural 
Rights) 

◦Complaints/Grievances 

◦Conclusion (Resolution) 



Ideals – this is where the Founders 
outlined their beliefs about 
government, how government should 
be created, and the ideals and 
concepts that create a good 
government 
  Can you identify the natural rights 

specifically expressed in the Declaration of 
Independence? 



Arguments – these are the reasons 
the Founders felt it was necessary to 
create a new government no longer 
under British rule 

 



Arguments continued 

 The relationship between natural rights 
and the role of government:  
◦ 1. People are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable rights;  

◦ 2. Governments are instituted among men to 
secure these rights;  

◦ 3. Governments derive their just powers from 
the consent of governed;  

◦ 4. Whenever any form of government becomes 
destructive of these ends, it is the right of the 
people to alter or abolish it, and to institute 
new government.  



Complaints – the Founders listed 
grievances against the King (King 
George III). These are things they 
felt the King had done to violate 
their rights, and thus justify their 
separation from the crown 
(imposing taxes without the consent of the 
people, suspending trial by jury, limiting judicial 
powers, quartering soldiers, and dissolving 
legislatures) 

 

 



Conclusion – the Founders state that 
there will be a separation from Great 
Britain and what the rights they will 
be entitled to as a free nation  

 



Seek and Find 

 Type the following quotes and questions 
from the Declaration of Independence. 

 Identify the section from which the quote 
is taken and answer the question. 

 Use your online text to find the answers. 
◦ Chapter 4 Lesson 3 Tab 5 

 If you don’t finish typing, these will be 
posted on my website. 



Question 1 

“He has refused to pass other Laws for the 
Accommodation of large Districts of People, 
unless those People would relinquish the 
Right of Representation in the Legislature…” 

 

What does this mean? 



Question 2 

“…these United colonies are, and of Right 
ought to be, FREE AND INDPENDENT 
STATES; that they are absolved from all 
allegiance to the British Crown…” 

 

How would you put that in your 
own words? 



Question 3 

“For imposing taxes on us without our 
consent;  

For depriving us, in many Cases, of the 
Benefits of Trial by Jury…” 
 

 

Why would a trial by jury be an 
important right to the people? 



Question 4 

“…to secure these Rights, Governments are 
instituted among Men, deriving their Powers 
from the Consent of the Governed, that 
whenever any Form of Government becomes 
destructive of these Ends it is the Right of the 
People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute 
new Government” 
 

 

Under what conditions do the people 
have the right to alter or abolish 

government?   
 



Question 5 

“…and to assume among the Powers of the 
Earth, the separate and equal Station to 
which the Laws of Nature…entitle them…” 

 

 

What are the “laws of nature” referred 
to in this quote? 

Remember when we talked about natural 
law. 



Question 6 

“But when a long Train of Abuses and 
Usurptions, pursuing invariably the same 
Object, evinces a Design to reduce them 
under absolute Despotism, it is their Right, 
it is their Duty, to throw off such 
Government, and to provide new Guards 
for their future Security.” 
 
 
What is the difference between a right 

and a duty in this situation? 



Question 7 

“…that as free and independent states, they 
have full power to levy War, conclude 
Peace, contract Alliances, establish 
commerce, and to do all other Acts and 
Things which independent states may of 
right do.” 
 

At this time, why would these be 
important things to include in the 
Declaration of Independence to be 

seen by the crown? 



Question 8 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are 
life, liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness…” 

 

From which philosopher did the 
colonists get this concept of natural, or 

unalienable, rights? 


