Devon Aire K-8 Center

Community Service Hours
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Questions and Answers:

1. How many hours are required? 10 hours for 6thgraders, 15 hours for 7th graders, and 20 hours for 8th graders.
2. When are all of my community service hours due and to whom? The community service hours are due on or before April 16th or April 17th (depending on your class period) to your Social Studies Teacher.
3. What activities are considered to be community service? There are two ways to get community service hours. FIRST- You may participate in the many service projects here at Devon Aire and be awarded service hours for your participation. SECOND- You may get involved with activities in your community along with your family/parents. Most non-profit organizations sponsor a variety of community service activities that will allow you to earn credit.  Community service activities are voluntary; there can be no payment for services. Half of your hours must be must be for service projects, and therefore no more than half of your hours can come from donations.
4. When should I begin getting my Community Service hours? It is important that you work at getting your community service hours throughout the year and be prepared for the April 16th/17th deadline. You must obtain documentation from the supervisor of your project to receive credit for the hours you served.  The letter must be on the official letterhead of the organization.  You may also use the letter form included in this packet. 
5. What are the consequences for not completing the community service?  Students receive a grade for completing their Community Service and the Reflection Assignment therefore not completing it will reflect negatively on their class average. The entire project, service hours and Reflection Assignment, will be worth three (3) grades.
6. How many Community Service Reflection Sheets do I need to complete?  You only need to complete 1 Reflection Sheet on 1 community service project.  The Reference Sheet must be about service, not about donations.
Devon Aire K-8 Center
Community Service and Service Learning Information
Community Service is…

making a difference by contributing something of value to you - skills, time, advice.

helping without expecting something in return.

motivating someone to make a difference.

taking steps to fulfill the urge or sense of obligation to stand for something bigger than yourself.
Community awareness and understanding

Before any useful involvement in the community can take place, students must develop an awareness of what defines a community. As students engage further with this area of interaction, they will become more aware of and understand further the complexities of a community and its different forms.
Service awareness and understanding is…
An educational method by which participants learn and develop through active participation in service that is conducted in and meets the needs of a community. Service learning is coordinated with a community service program and with the community. It is integrated into and influences the lifelong learning of a participant and includes structured time for the participants to reflect on the service experience. 

Service learning teaches the skills of civil participation and develops an ethic of service and civic responsibility. Students can provide service in the community on a voluntary basis to public, nonprofit agencies, civic, charitable and governmental organizations and on the school campus.
Reflections…

Meaningful reflection is an essential part of students’ experiences of community service; it encourages better awareness of needs as well as the quality of response. It helps students develop positive attitudes and become aware of their own strengths and limitations. It also allows the teachers and the school to monitor the quality of community service at the individual and school level. 

Through their growing understanding of the concept of community, students will come to appreciate that they are all, individually, the members of various communities, and that with this membership come responsibilities. Students will also come to understand that communities themselves have various responsibilities towards their members.
Possible Community Service Opportunities through DAK
Please confirm the dates of these activities with the sponsors.  The you must obtain a letter (on official letterhead) from the sponsor to receive credit for your hours or donation.  The sponsor may use the provided form on M-DCPS letterhead to confirm your service.
· St. Vincent’s Project- we will be making sandwiches for the homeless one Wednesday a month. Students will be required to sign up to participate. Additionally, they can donate items for the sandwiches and receive hours. 
· Donations will be equivalent to 1 hour of Community service per item. Items needed are creamy peanut butter, grape jelly, bread and sandwich bags.
· Those students participating in making the sandwiches will receive 2 hours.
· Box Tops-  1 hour per 30 Box Tops collected
· Supplies

· 1 ream of copy paper equals 1 hour

·  1 canister of Tennis Balls equals 1 hour
· Relay for life – donation of $2.00 equals 1 hour
· Blood Drive

· Holiday Wish Drive – we collect new toys only
· Toy worth up to $5.00 equals 1hour

· Toy worth over $5.00 equals 2 hours

· Thanksgiving Food Drive- donation of two food items equals 1 hour 
The following activities WILL NOT be accepted as Community Service:

· General chores for your family (babysitting a sibling, mowing your lawn, etc.)
· Going to work with parents, relatives or friends
· Club membership (Service projects organized by the club are eligible, with a letter.) 
· Being a member of an athletic team (including cheerleading)
Note: It is your child’s responsibility to stay informed of upcoming Community Service opportunities.

Devon Aire K-8 Center
COMMUNITY SERVICE AGREEMENT 
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I have read and understand the requirements for Community Service and understand that the DEADLINE is April 16th or April 17th (depending on your class period).

Student’s Name (Print): _________________________________

Student’s Signature: ____________________________________

Parent’s Name (Print): _________________________________

Parent’s Signature: ___________________________________

Date: __________________________________________
Social Studies Teacher:   ________________

Period: __________
Community Service Reflection Sheet
Name: _____________________


Student ID #______________________

You have been helping your school or community in a special way. Use the questions below to reflect on 1 of your experiences.

Describe what you did:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1. What did you like best about this project? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Was there anything you did not like or would do differently the next time? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What classroom work or skills learned link to this community service project? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. How do you feel when you help others? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What did you learn from your project? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

















