
2nd GRADING PERIOD REVIEW QUESTIONS 
 

1. What is the procedure by which a candidate is nominated for President of the United States?  
A. Congressional legislation 
B. The United States Constitution 
C. The Bill of Rights 
D. Political Parties 

 
2. Which of the following is the best argument that a single-member district system is better than a proportional representation system? 

A. Voters should make choices about individual candidates, as they do in single-member district systems, rather than simply vote 
for a party. 

B. Single-member district systems lead stronger political parties, which are good for democracy. 
C. Single-member systems are better at representing the interests of minorities. 
D. Voters will make wiser choices if they focus on national issues, as they do in single-member district systems, rather than on 

local issues, as they tend to do in proportional representation systems. 
 

3. How many votes must a person receive in order to become President if the election is decided by the U.S. House of Representatives? 
A. 24 
B. 25 
C. 26 
D. 27 

 
4.  Which name is given to persons elected to cast a state’s vote for U.S. President and Vice President?  

A. Presidential Candidates 
B. Presidential Electors 
C. Presidential Nominees 
D. Presidential Colleagues 

 
5.  Which answer is the best explanation of how presidential electors in a state must vote when they meet to cast their ballots for 

President? 
A. They can vote for the same person for President 
B. They can vote for different people for President 
C. They can cast a vote for another elector 
D. They can refuse to cast a vote based on a single issue 

 
6.  Who is responsible for receiving the count of the votes after the presidential electors cast their ballots? 

A. The Vice President 
B. The Governor of each state 
C. The U. S. Congress 
D. The Senate 

 
7. In the modern political system, which issue represents a basic disagreement between Republicans and Democrats?  

A. The frequency of national elections 
B. The legality of the U.S. Constitution  
C. The responsibilities of the government  
D. The support for the U.S. military soldier 

 
8. Which statement gives the best definition of political parties? 

A. Republicans and Democrats have become more consistent with respect to their ideologies. 
B. Both Republicans and Democrats have become more conservative. 
C. Both Republicans and Democrats have learned to be more liberal. 
D. Southern Democrats have grown in number, making the Democratic Party more liberal. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Analyze the following political cartoon to answer question 9. 
 

 
Source: Public Domain / Library of Congress 

9.  What type of communication is shown in this poster? 
A. Accurate 
B. Biased 
C. Informational 
D. Propagandized 

 
10.  What type of primary election is conducted when only registered party members may vote? 

A. Open 
B. Private 
C. Nominating  
D. Closed 

 
11. Which statement is a valid conclusion based on the positive aspect of partisanship? 

a. Keeps politicians honest and allows the best political ideas and policies to emerge. 
b. Prevents either party from becoming too strong and dominant. 
c. Keeps political gridlock from occurring. 
d. Promotes the rise of minor parties that bring new ideas to the political process. 

 
12.  Which statement best justifies political party organization? 

A. It translates the wishes of voter into the policy. 
B. It provides a solid base of support for party candidates. 
C. It helps party candidates win elections. 
D. It increases party discipline. 

 
13. Which of the following statements regarding issue positions of the major parties is accurate? 

A. Democrats are more likely than Republicans to believe that government should let each person get ahead on his or her own 
rather guaranteeing jobs and standards of living. 

B. Democrats are more likely than Republicans to oppose abortion. 
C. Democrats are more likely than Republicans to believe that government should provide health insurance for all. 
D. Republicans prefer more social services over cutting government spending. 

 
14.  Which action is an example of a foreign-policy decision? 

A. Congress increased providing support to newly arrived immigrants. 
B. The President requested a law to regulate pollution near international borders. 
C. Congress raised educational standards to make students competitive in a global market. 
D. The President signed an executive order restoring relations with a communist government. 

 
 
 
 



15.  Which of the following regions of the United States is NOT a stronghold of the Republican Party today? 
A. The South 
B. The Northeast 
C. The West 
D. The mountain states 

 
16. Which answer identifies the two functions of political parties? 

A. Lobbying and governing 
B. Electioneering and lobbying 
C. Lobbying and fundraising 
D. Electioneering and governing 

 
17.  What committees make up each of the two major political parties? 

A. National, state, district committees 
B. Federal, state, district committees 
C. National, state central, local committees 
D. Federal, supreme, judicial committees 

 
18.  Which term refers to the rights guaranteed to all U.S. citizens? 

A. Equal rights 
B. Civil rights 
C. Bill of Rights 
D. Legal rights 

 
19.  Which of the following is one of the requirements for a Presidential candidate of the United States? 

A. Being a mayor of a major city in the United States  
B. Being President of a national labor union with 100,000 or more members 
C. Being 35 years old or older 
D. Being Secretary of a federal agency 

 
20.   There is no crosswalk by your school; which government entity should you call? 

A. Public Works 
B. Health Department 
C. Parks and Recreation 
D. The Legislature 
 

Analyze the following information to answer question 21. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21. According to the information on the posters, what is the reason Maria could be considered more qualified than Todd to be elected 
mayor? 

A. Her political policies 
B. Her college education 
C. Her campaign promises 
D. Her experience working in government 

 
 
 



Analyze the following excerpt to answer question 22. 

This government has been created to protect the governed, not the governing. In order to provide the public with full and accurate 
information, to promote efficient administrative management, to make government more accountable, and to insure all to persons 
fair and equitable treatment….”  

 
22. This passage from a local government’s Bill of Rights is an example of which of the following? 

A. Citizens’ protection under the law 
B. The power of local government 
C. The ability to live peacefully 
D. The opportunity to be free 
 

23. Which is an example of mass media used in political campaigns? 
A. Campaign flyers 
B. Posters 
C. Political mailings 
D. Newspapers 

 
 

 
24. Which of the following is an important effect that mass media has on elections? 

A. Financing a particular candidate 
B. Emphasizing selected issues 
C. Reporting only on one candidate’s information 
D. Creating ads for candidates they support 

 
25.  In which way do elected officials utilize the mass media? 

A. Promote pre-approved ideas 
B. Communicate with the public 
C. Serve as fundraisers 
D. Give their opponents equal exposure 

 
Analyze the following information to answer question 26. 
 
 

 
 

26. Which parts of the national government participated in the process described in the newspaper headline? 
A. Senate and President 
B. Supreme Court and President 
C. House of Representatives and Senate 
D.  Supreme Court and House of Representatives 

 
27.   A country with very strong economic ties to the United States is allowing human rights violations to take place. Based on U.S. foreign 

policy, which is an appropriate first response? 
A. Initiate a trade ban 
B. Initiate public protests 
C. Initiate diplomatic talks 
D. Initiate a military operation 



 
28. What is the name of the federal agency that studies the U.S. economy and helps the President plan the federal budget? 

A. Internal Revenue Service 
B. Department of Treasury 
C. Office of National Treasury 
D. Office of Management and Budget 

 
29. Based on the government system in the United States, which individual activity is used to directly influence legislative decisions? 

A. Watching political debates on television  
B. Discussing political issues at work 
C. Collecting opinions for a yearbook 
D. Gathering signatures for a petition 

 
30.  The federal and state governments work together to provide which of the following services? 

A. Declaring war 
B. Coining money 
C. Building highways 
D. Establishing post offices 

 
31.  Which statement is a frequent criticism of special interest groups and how they influence the political process? 

A.  Special interest groups have too much influence because they donate significant amounts of money to political campaigns. 
B. Special interest groups have too little influence because they do not have access to elected officials. 
C. Special interest groups have too much influence because they provide lists of office-seekers to the government. 
D. Special interest groups have too little influence because they lobby for many issues at once. 

 
32. The United States has which type of political party system? 

A. Multi-party 
B. Three-party 
C. Two-party 
D. One-party 

 
Analyze the following information to answer question 33. 

Below are views for and against publicly funded elections 
 

                                                     
 

33. What conclusion can be drawn from these views? 
A. Running an election campaign takes many taxpayers 
B. Campaigning for elected office requires many opinions 
C. Campaigning for elected office takes a large amount of time 
D. Running an election campaign requires a large sum of money 

 
34. Which action is an example of a foreign-policy decision? 

A. Congress increased providing support to newly arrived immigrants. 
B. The President requested a law to regulate pollution near international borders. 
C. The President signed an executive order restoring relations with a communist government. 
D. Congress raised educational standards to make students competitive in a global market. 

 
 
 
 
 



35. Which statement is an explanation of why the government allows a tax deduction for interest payments on mortgage loans? 
A. To decrease an individual’s taxable income 
B. To increase the amount owed in taxes 
C. To make filing the tax forms easier 
D. To encourage people to invest in homes 

 
36. If the economy is in a recession, which answer is most likely a valid conclusion of what the Federal Reserve Board will do to initiate a 

recovery? 
A. Raise taxes 
B. Lower interest rates 
C. Wait for the economy to improve 
D. Eliminate government jobs 

 
Analyze the following information to answer question 37. 

 
37. Which statement can be made about the above political cartoon? 

A.  The house originated a bill that was sent to the Senate for consideration, and the Senate made changes, the bill was sent back to 
the house. 

B. Minor changes were made to the bill and the bill was accepted with no debate. 
C. All political parties compromised on an item and an agreement was reached in order for the bill to be passed. 
D. The bill was sent back to a conference committee, referred back to the committees in the two houses, and an agreement was 

reached. The bill was passed. 
 

38. Police officers investigate local crimes and many arrest those accused of breaking local laws. Which agency has a similar role at the 
national level? 
A. Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
B. Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
C. Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
D. Department of Defense (DOD) 

 
39. Which pair BEST explains the concept of scarcity? 

A. Limited wants, limited resources 
B. Unlimited wants, unlimited resources 
C. Limited wants, unlimited resources 
D. Unlimited wants, limited resources 

 
40.  Which response would be the most effective action the private sector can take to improve public safety and security in a community 

without violating civil liberties? 
A. Create a Web site with the names of neighbors who appear to be criminals 
B. Develop a neighborhood watch program 
C. Request a background check of all potential neighbors 
D. Search all homes in the neighborhood 
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41. Which answer is the most valid source of information for learning about the views of political parties? 

A. The party platform 
B. Campaign advertisements 
C. Newspaper editorials 
D. Public opinion polls 

 
42. Which advantage results in resolving group conflicts by consensus? 

A. General agreement is reached among a group’s members 
B. Difference of opinion can be ignored within the group 
C. More resources can be used by groups in consensus 
D. Fewer people in the group are required to agree 

 
43.  If an extended recession occurred in the United States, what impact would this have on international economies? 

A. Foreign stock markets would benefit 
B. International economies would experience prosperity 
C. International economies may also fall into a recession 
D. Foreign stock markets would crash 

 
44. How could someone whose parents are foreign citizens qualify to become President of the United States? 

A. The person has held a U.S. public office 
B. The person is at least 25 years of age 
C. The person now lives in the United States 
D. The person was born in the United States 

 
 

45.  Which of the following is a constitutional qualification for becoming President of the United States? 
A. Being at least 37 years old 
B. Being a resident of the United States for at least 14 years 
C. Being a naturalized American citizen 
D. Being a male 

 
46.  Which statement is a valid explanation of how the Great Compromise addressed the challenges faced by the delegates at the 

Constitutional Convention? 
A. It called for a one-house legislative branch in which each state would be represented equally with one vote. 
B. It called for a two-house legislative branch in which states would be represented equally in one house and by the state’s 

population in the other house. 
C. It called for a one-house legislative branch in which each state would be represented according to its population. 
D. It called for a two-house legislative branch in which seats in both houses would be determined by the state’s population. 

 
47.  If there were a decrease in worldwide production of oil, which of the following would most likely occur? 

A. Global consumption of oil would increase. 
B. International spending on research into alternative energy sources would decrease. 
C. Economic growth in oil-importing countries would decrease. 
D. Global exploration for new reserves would decrease. 

 
 

48.  Two countries are currently trading with each other. The countries agree to remove all trade restrictions on products traded between 
them. Which of the following is most likely to decrease? 

A. The variety of goods available 
B. The prices of imported goods 
C. The quality of goods available 
D. The amount of imported goods 

 
49.  Which of the following fiscal policy combinations would a government most likely follow to stimulate economic activity when the 

economy is in a severe recession? 
A. Increase both taxes and spending 
B. Increasing taxes and decreasing spending 
C. Decreasing taxes and increasing spending 
D. Decreasing both taxes and spending 

 



Analyze the following political cartoon to answer question 50. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 

                            
       

 

 
                                                          

50. Which of the following is the best description of the artist’s viewpoint toward political parties in the above cartoon? 
A. Political parties always work together 
B. Political parties always behave very mean to each other. 
C. Political parties tend to say one thing and mean something else. 
D. Political parties never get along with one another. 

 
51.  Which of the following is most essential to a successfully functioning democracy? 

A. Three branches of government  
B. Participating citizens 
C. Direct election of the head of government 
D. Federalism 

 
52. Which of the following is an example of the Constitutional system of checks and balances? 

A. A Supreme Court ruling that upholds a state law 
B. An interest group that lobbies Congress to reject proposed legislation 
C. A state that lobbies Congress for increased federal funding 
D. The impeachment and removal of a federal official 

 
53.  Which statement best compares interest groups to political parties? 

A. Interest groups influence public policies, not to elect candidates for office while a political party is an organization of citizens 
who have similar values on issues and work to put their ideas into effect through government action. 

B. Interest groups are organizations of citizens who have similar values on issues and work to put their ideas into effect through 
government action while political parties influence public policies, not to elect candidates for office. 

C. Interest groups influence public policies, not to elect candidates for office while political parties argue for and against 
legislation and urge people to contact public officials. 

D. Interest groups urge people to contact public officials and ask Congressional members to sponsor bills while political parties 
help write bills and influence public policy. 

 
54. Key decisions of the Supreme Court under the leadership of John Marshall solidified the power of the Supreme Court in order to do 

which of the following? 
A. Try cases between states 
B. Accept appeals from lower federal courts 
C. Try cases involving foreign diplomats 
D. Review the constitutionality of state and federal laws. 

 
55. What is another name for the Labor-Management Relations Act? 

A. Landrum-Griffin Act 
B. Taft-Hartley Act 
C. Agricultural Adjustment Act 
D. Federal Election campaign Act 
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56.  Which statement refers to the term featherbedding? 
A. When a union forces employers to hire less workers than are needed 
B. When a union forces employers to hire more workers than are needed 
C. When a union forces employers to fire a percentage of  workers  
D. When a union forces employers to bring workers from a foreign country 

 
57.  Which statement explains the way in which tariffs are used today in the United States? 

A. A source of income for the federal government 
B. Manufacture goods in the United States 
C. Regulate trade rather than raise money 
D. Provide a tax base for foreign trade 

 
Analyze the following diagram to answer question 58. 
 

 
 

58.  Which information completes the above table?  
A. Power shared / power delegated  
B. Rule by a democracy / rule by a monarchy  
C. Power divided among the branches / power held by one branch  
D. Civics and Government  

 
59.  Which factor had the most negative effect on the U.S. economy during the Great Depression? 

A. The use of gold standard 
B. the demand of WWI reparations 
C. Imported European goods 
D. International unemployment 

 
60.  Which form of mass media is the most economical and essential for political communication in today’s world? 

A. Television 
B. Radio 
C. Internet 
D. Print media 

 
61. What is the name of the document that President Abraham Lincoln wrote in September 1862 but did not officially issue it until 

January 1, 1863? 
A. The Monroe Doctrine 
B. The Emancipation Proclamation 
C. The Gettysburg Address 
D. The Preamble 

 
62. What changes resulted in the balance of power among the three branches of the federal government during the 20

th
 century? 

A. Passage of Constitutional Amendments on voting 
B. Expansion of executive power during periods of crisis 
C. Loss of the Supreme Court’s power to review Congressional actions 
D. Revival of the authority of Supreme Court justices 
 

63.  Why did the United States adopt a bicameral legislature? 
A. To satisfy the “small” states 
B. To satisfy the “large” states 
C. To balance the “large” and “small” states 
D. To model the British parliamentary system 

 
 
 



64.  During debate over ratifying the Constitution, which is a logical argument the Federalists made in relation to The Constitution? 
A. Impossible to save the rights of the states from the power of a strong central government. 
B. Possible to extend a republican form of government over a large territory. 
C. Inevitable that slavery would be abolished in the new republic. 
D. Illegal to replace the Articles of Confederation with a new constitution. 

 
65. Which principle was established by the United States Supreme Court in Plessy v. Ferguson? 

A. Separate but equal doctrine 
B. Doctrine of judicial review 
C. Power for individuals to sue the state 
D. Right of equal protection 

 
 

66. In accordance to the United States Constitution, which of the following does the President have the power to do? 
A. Negotiate treaties 
B. Amend the Constitution 
C. Impeach members of Congress 
D. Raise and support the army 

 
67.  According to the rules of the Constitution, which of the following would be an example of checks and balances? 

A. a Supreme Court ruling that upholds a state law 
B. an interest group that lobbies Congress to reject proposed legislation 
C. a state that lobbies Congress for increased federal funding 
D. the impeachment and removal of a federal official 

 
68. Which of the following would be involved in the appointment and confirmation process as it relates to federal judges in the United 

States? 
A. the state governors 
B. the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 
C. the President 
D. the sitting judges on the United States Courts of Appeals 

 
69.  In addition to power of control over the budget, which of the following allows Congress to control or influence the bureaucracy? 

A. Bringing public opinion to change an agency 
B. Holding investigations into the activities of an agency 
C. Ordering the President to reform an agency 
D. Making an agency report directly to Congress 

 
70.  In Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka (1954) and Miranda v.  Arizona (1966), which statement summarizes the rulings of both 

cases? 
A. Affirmed and protected civil rights under the Constitution 
B. Involved the rights of those accused of crimes 
C. Involved the issue of Jim Crow Laws 
D. Tended to limit the power of the federal government 
  

 


